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No Pomp and Pageantry 
 
Welcome to the inaugural Rideshare Cars of the Year Awards. 
 
2019 is our first edition of this publication aimed at focusing on the utility of cars primarily as 
rideshare vehicles rather than how pretty they look.  As a result, the prestige vehicles were 
left sitting by the side of the road whilst we focused on the wheels that will bring smiles to 
your dials. 
 
Although there are hundreds of different combinations of marques, models and variants our 
assessment shortlisted 72 vehicles across the five key segments: 
 

• Light 

• Hatch 

• Sedan 

• SUV 

• 7-Seater 
 
There are three winners in each of the five segments graded as Gold, Silver and Bronze.  
Some of the results are so close that it brought tears to our eyes when awarding the Bronze. 
 
So only 15 vehicles were awarded across the five categories and the top 15 left the other 57 
vehicles in the dust. We were surprised at the gaps that opened as we scrutinised the 
different vehicles across the chosen criteria. 
 
There are the old favourites that scored well in the test and then a few surprises.  We are 
sure that there will be a lot of murmurs amongst the rideshare driver community that will 

throw up their arms in dismay at some of the winners 😊 

 
Our assessment criteria came down to the things that matter most to Rideshare drivers - 
depreciation, fuel consumption, service costs, tyre costs and luggage space. 
 
All models were assessed on the automatic base models (aka “The Poverty Packs”).  No 
use loading up a work horse rideshare car with all the bells and whistles. 
 
A full list of the assessment undertaken for all 72 vehicles is outlined in the Appendix at the 
end of this report. 
 
We trust that you enjoy this publication, hope you share it and look forward to your feedback. 
 
 
Cheers, 
 
 
Peter & Michael 
Founders 
One Car Group Pty Limited  
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The Shortlisted Manufacturers 
 
The 72 models that were shortlisted for our assessment were derived from the following 
manufacturers. 
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Light Segment – Light on Cost yet Heavy on Quality 
 
We can hear you scoffing at the suggestion that a light car could be considered for rideshare 
car of the year award.  Well let us tell you something….. 
 
The large passenger and SUV segments have certainly gained a huge following amongst 
rideshare drivers.  We know the arguments of passenger space, boot space and overall 
being a pleasure to drive.  But when it comes to the business economics of rideshare driving 
the light segment has some huge advantages over high kilometre hybrids! 
 
Did you know that the winner of our light segment has luggage storage of 89% of that of a 
Camry Hybrid but costs 42% cheaper to purchase and overall less expensive to run each 
week? 
 
Did you know that the light segment cars are also great for UberEATS and Menulog work 
plus zipping around with passengers in tight inner-city suburbs like Surry Hills and 
Paddington in Sydney? 
 
Nine cars were short listed for assessment but there could only be three winners. 
 
The top 3 winners in the sprint to the line for the light segment are real surprises. 
 

  
MAZDA 2 NEO 

SEDAN 
91.93% 

 
KIA PICANTO S 

HATCH  
91.06% 

 
HONDA JAZZ VTi 

HATCH 
88.77% 

Depreciation 
   

Fuel Consumption 

   
Luggage Capacity    

Service Costs 
   

Tyre Costs    

 
 

The Gold Medal:  Mazda 2 Neo Sedan 
The Mazda 2 Neo sedan in automatic 
is a standout winner in this category.  
With a price of $17,320 it is a truly 
affordable option for a rideshare car. 
Running on regular unleaded petrol, it 
is extremely frugal with a combined 
fuel consumption of 5.5 litres/100kms.  
With generous service intervals of 
10,000 kms or 12 months and boot 
space of 440 litres, the Mazda 2 Neo 
sedan is the complete package, 
making it a worthy recipient of the 
gold medal. 
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The Silver Medal:  Kia Picanto S Hatch 
 
The Kia Picanto S Hatch in automatic represents sensational value.  With a price of just 
$15,790 there is practically no 
cheaper option to purchase as a 
rideshare vehicle in the market 
today. Whilst it’s combined fuel 
consumption of 5.8 litres/100kms 
is only just behind that of the 
Mazda 2 Neo sedan, its service 
costs are kept to a minimum with 
intervals of 15,000 kms or 12 
months. It loses points in this 
comparison due to its limited 
luggage capacity however there is 
no disputing that it is a very cost-
effective option for moving people 
around particularly in the tight 
inner-city suburb streets.  

 
 
 
The Bronze Medal:  Honda Jazz VTi Hatch 
 
 

The Honda Jazz VTi Hatch is 
another great vehicle that sits 
below the $20,000 mark.  With a 
starting price of $16,990 it sits 
directly between the Mazda 2 Neo 
and the Kia Picanto S. Its 
combined fuel consumption of 5.9 
litres/100kms is just 0.1 litre more 
than the Kia Picanto S. Its 
weakness in this category of 
vehicles is in its service intervals 
which are scheduled at 10,000 
kms or 6 months. It does however 
redeem itself with a luggage 
capacity of 354 litres and 
generous interior accommodation 
capable of seating four adults with 

ease. The Honda Jazz is worthy of consideration for those in the market for a robust yet 
affordable rideshare vehicle.  
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Hatch Segment – hatching a fun ride 
 
SO … as hard as you try, you can’t seem to wrap your head around driving one of the light 
segment cars. And that’s perfectly ok as the hatch segment manages to provide a 
worthwhile balance between size and cost. In fact, many believe that the Hatch segment is a 
great compromise for the jump in overall size of the vehicle versus the increase in price and 
is therefore a great match for keeping your costs under control. 
 
It is no surprise that the hatch segment is a very popular one across the retail market and so 
it’s in the rideshare market as well.  We started with 14 contenders shortlisted for 
assessment and whittled this down to our top three.  One is not a surprise, but the other two 
did seem to come from nowhere. 
 
 

  
TOYOTA COROLLA 
ASCENT HYBRID 

91.48% 

 
VW POLO 70TSI 

TRENDLINE 
86.96% 

 
HYUNDAI i30 GO 

 
83.24% 

Depreciation    

Fuel Consumption 

   
Luggage Capacity    

Service Costs 
    

Tyre Costs 
    

 
 
 

The Gold Medal:  Toyota Corolla Ascent Hybrid 
 

The Toyota Corolla Ascent 
Hybrid hatch is the clear overall 
winner in this category. It’s 
combination of frugal fuel 
consumption at a measly 
combined consumption of 4.2 
litres/100kms and its bulletproof 
Toyota reliability made this car a 
standout choice in the hatch 
segment. Although its price of 
$25,870 is ahead of some of the 
other contenders, its superior 
resale value helps it achieve 
one of the best depreciation 
results overall.  Service intervals 

of 15,000 kms or 12 months is also best in class.  It’s only blight in overall performance is it’s 
limited luggage capacity of 217 litres but its outstanding performance across all other criteria 
propel it to first place without peer. 
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The Silver Medal:  Volkswagen Polo 70TSI Trendline 
 
 
The VW Polo 70 TSI Trendline 
hatch comes into second place as 
a real bolter.  With a price of just 
$21,290 it is the cheapest vehicle 
across all entrants in the hatch 
category. Although it is one of the 
few vehicles in this category that 
needs to run on the more 
expensive 95 RON fuel, it has a 
combined fuel consumption of just 
5.0 litres/100kms, making it almost 
as fuel efficient as some of the 
hybrid vehicles in the market. 
Service costs are kept to a 
minimum with intervals of 15,000 
kms or 12 months. It also has a 
generous luggage capacity of 351 
litres which is more than adequate in transporting a couple of suitcases if required. With its 
solid performance across each criteria, the Volkswagen Polo hatch is an impressive silver 
medallist in the hatch category. 
 
 
 

The Bronze Medal:  Hyundai i30 Go 
 
 
The Hyundai i30 Go hatch rounds out our award winners in this segment.  With a price of 
$22,290 it is one of the cheapest hatches around. Whilst it does run on regular unleaded, its 

combined fuel 
consumption of 7.4 
litres/100kms puts it well 
behind the performance 
of both the Corolla Hybrid 
and the VW Polo 70 TSI. 
The service intervals are 
scheduled at 15,000 kms 
or 12 months, putting it 
on par with its other two 
medallists. It does shine 
however when 
considering its generous 
395 litre luggage capacity 
and its 8.0 inch 

multimedia screen, which also allows you to connect to either Apple CarPlay or Android 
Auto. As a result, it beat several other worthy contenders into the third place.  
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Sedan Segment – an old favourite tops the list 
 
Okay so now we are getting serious.  For all you “serious” rideshare drivers a sedan is the 
only option you might say. We do agree to some extent that the sedan has greater flexibility 
in application; more legroom, a generally bigger boot space and all round can do almost 
anything a rideshare car is supposed to do. 
 
There was one less car considered for the sedan segment, so we started with 13.  Basically, 
over the last decade, demand for this style of vehicle in Australia has declined at a rate of 
knots with most buyers moving into the SUV segment.   
 
There is no surprise that the Toyota Camry Hybrid topped the sedan segment as it ticks so 
many boxes as an ideal rideshare car.  But we do like the silver and bronze winners as they 
each present their own serious strengths in being considered worthy rideshare vehicles. 
 

  
TOYOTA CAMRY 
ASCENT HYBRID 

91.88% 

MITSUBISHI 
LANCER ES 

SPORT 
86.75% 

 
MAZDA 3 NEO 

SPORT 
85.76% 

Depreciation    

Fuel Consumption 

   
Luggage Capacity 
    

Service Costs 
    

Tyre Costs 
    

 
 

The Gold Medal:  Toyota Camry Ascent Hybrid 
 
When talking to people, the Toyota Camry Ascent Hybrid sedan is the one vehicle that 

everyone seems to mention 
time and time again.  It’s no 
surprise therefore that this 
vehicle tops this category 
overall.  It has identical 
combined fuel consumption 
of 4.2 litres/100kms as its 
smaller Toyota Corolla 
Hybrid sibling but it should 
be noted that the Camry 
Hybrid needs to run on a 
minimum 95 RON fuel 
making it more expensive 
each refill.  With a price of 

$30,090 it is also not the cheapest in this segment either. However, with a luggage capacity 
of 493 litres, increased rear legroom over the previous Camry models and generous service 
intervals of 15,000 kms or 12 months, the new Camry Hybrid is a deserved winner of first 
place in the Sedan segment.  
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The Silver Medal:  Mitsubishi Lancer ES Sport 
 
The Mitsubishi Lancer ES Sport might seem like a surprise bolter for the second place in 
the Sedan category but a review of its performance across each of the criteria paints a 
compelling picture. With a price of 
just $21,000 it is the cheapest 
vehicle across all entrants in this 
segment. Despite the cheap 
pricing, the Lancer ES Sport 
comes with climate control air 
conditioning, reverse camera and 
a DAB radio for good measure. It 
runs on regular unleaded and has 
generous service intervals of 
15,000 kms or 12 months, making 
the total cost of ownership 
experience very economical. 
Coupled with its 400-litre boot 
capacity, the Mitsubishi Lancer ES 
Sport sedan provides all the must-have components of a solid rideshare vehicle and is a 
worthy winner of the silver medal for the Sedan category. 
 
 
 

The Bronze Medal:  Mazda 3 Neo Sport 
 
As far as the judging goes, there wasn’t much in the minor placings for the Sedan category, 
the difference between second and third being ever so slight. The Mazda 3 Neo Sport 

sedan is a vehicle that 
shines in its own right. The 
Mazda 3 has been a long-
time favourite amongst 
retail buyers, having 
frequently challenged the 
Toyota Corolla for first 
place in sales for their 
segment. There is not 
much to fault with this little 
gem given its combined 
fuel consumption of 5.7 
litres/100km on regular fuel 
and its 408-litre boot 
capacity. The vehicle also 
comes standard with a host 

of goodies including reverse camera and parking sensors, 7-inch full colour touch screen 
with MZD connect (providing an interface for all web content and text and emails), DAB 
radio, Hill Launch Assist and much more. Its solid reputation in terms of mechanical reliability 
and great resale value make the Mazda 3 Neo sedan a definite inclusion in your shortlist for 
rideshare vehicles. 
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SUV Segment – 5 seats, riding high enjoying the 
scenery 
 
Just like the surging demand by the retail buyer for all things SUV this segment has 
expanded rapidly for the rideshare driver.  But like all things there are benefits and 
compromises with driving an SUV. 
 
One of the biggest shocks for us from our analysis of the SUV segment is that the largest 
number of rideshare SUVs on the road today did not feature near our top three winners.  We 
have exposed this segment as being one “bought” by a manufacturer whilst better SUVs 
volumes have not hit their stride in Australia. 
 

  
HYUNDAI KONA GO 

92.97% 

 
HONDA HR-V VTi 

89.22% 

 
TOYOTA C-HR 

84.98% 

Depreciation    

Fuel Consumption    

Luggage Capacity    

Service Costs    

Tyre Costs    

 
 

The Gold Medal:  Hyundai Kona Go 
 
The Hyundai Kona Go is a recent addition to the SUV segment. Hyundai have tried to 

design an SUV that is both modern 
and functional and our analysis 
suggests that they have generally 
succeeded in delivering what the 
market wants. With a starting price 
of $23,500 the Hyundai Kona Go 
represents great value for money. It 
has its service intervals scheduled at 
15,000 kms or 12 months and runs 
on regular unleaded fuel with a 
combined fuel consumption of 7.2 
litres/100 kms. As with its 
stablemate the Hyundai i30, the 
Kona also comes with Apple 
CarPlay and Android Auto, making 

communication and accessing data effortless when on the go. Its only challenge is the 361-
litre boot capacity however this is quite adequate in accommodating at least a couple of 
suitcases if required. With a good turning circle and a zippy 2.0 litre engine, the Kona is an 
excellent choice for driving in and around tight inner suburban streets. So if you’re in the 
market for a rideshare SUV, make sure to include this little gem in your calculations. 
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The Silver Medal:  Honda HR-V VTi 
 
Unlike the Hyundai Kona, the Honda HR-V VTi has spanned across a number of previous 
iterations and as a result, it has improved over time. Its starting price of $24,990 is a little 
more expensive than the Kona and this 
reflects its growth from the original 
version which was released back in 
1999. Despite its increase in size over 
time, the Honda HR-V achieves 
combined fuel consumption of 6.6 
litres/100 kms on regular unleaded fuel, 
which is slightly higher than the best in 
class for this category. The Honda HR-V 
comes loaded with a 7-inch touchscreen 
with in-built satellite navigation, single-
zone climate control air conditioning, 
reverse camera and Bluetooth phone 
and audio streaming. It also includes 
auto emergency braking (AEB) at low 
speeds which is an excellent safety features particularly for crowded and narrow inner 
suburban streets. With a boot capacity of 437 litres, the Honda HR-V has ample space to 
move both people and luggage around, making this a worthy recipient of the Silver medal in 
the SUV category. 
 
 

The Bronze Medal:  Toyota C-HR 
 
If the Hyundai Kona can be described as modern and funky, then the Toyota C-HR can only 
be described as bordering on futuristic and out of this world. The new Toyota C-HR blends 

the looks of a coupe with 
the form and function of a 
wagon to create a very 
appealing little SUV. 
However, with a price 
starting from $28,990 it 
appears that there is a 
premium to pay for the 
good looks. Its fuel 
economy at a combined 6.4 
litres/100km is good. 
Where it tends to fall a little 
is in its limited luggage 
capacity of 377 litres and its 
limited range of equipment. 

Unlike some of the other models, the C-HR does not come with Apple CarPlay or Android 
Auto, something which given the price premium one would expect. However, with a good 
servicing schedule and bulletproof Toyota reliability, the C-HR is one vehicle worthy of 
inclusion in your shopping list. 
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7-Seater – the dream to be bigger than the rest 
 
Right said Fred, my dream is to get more riders for each trip.  They say that more income 
flows from a greater number of riders but in our mind, this argument is still not settled.  
Anecdotal evidence suggests the additional cost of these hulking 7-seaters offsets any 
income gains and several have suggested to us than an extra hour per day in a five seat 
SUV would yield lots more profit to the bottom line each week. We’ll let you make up your 
own mind on the validity of that claim. 
 
As it stands, there is a place for all things, and so we completed the assessment of the 
eleven 7-seaters and concluded that there are three gems worthy of their respective medals. 
 
 

  
TOYOTA PRIUS-V 

 
84.22% 

MAZDA CX-8 
SPORT 

 
83.98% 

MITSUBISHI 
OUTLANDER ES 

 
83.67% 

Depreciation    

Fuel Consumption    

Luggage Capacity    

Service Costs    

Tyre Costs    

 
 

The Gold Medal:  Toyota Prius-V 
 
With the Toyota Prius-V, Toyota have taken the practicality of a wagon and combined it with 
the functionality of hybrid technology to create a very economical 7-seater. With a starting 

price of $37,590 the Prius-V is definitely 
not cheap, especially if compared to 
some of our other medal winners in the 
previous categories. However, as most 
7-seaters are generally much larger 
SUVs, the price for these is generally 
much more than the Prius-V, making 
this a well-priced option to consider. 
Toyota have packaged the overall 
vehicle well to be able to place the 7 
seats whilst still retaining a smaller 
footprint. The benefit of this is also 
shown in the fuel economy with a 
combined consumption of 4.4 

litres/100kms. As with the Camry Hybrid though, the Prius-V needs to run on a minimum 95 
RON fuel. The compact dimensions of this wagon may help the fuel economy, but they have 
a detrimental influence on the boot capacity with only 343 litres of space available. But the 
purpose of this comparison is to find the 7-seater that is best placed for rideshare duties, and 
with this in mind, the Toyota Prius-V wins the gold medal hands down. 
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The Silver Medal:  Mazda CX-8 Sport 
 
As with a number of our previous medal winners, the Mazda CX-8 Sport is a recent addition 
to the Mazda family. Although it has some similarities with the other Mazda 7-seater, the 
Mazda CX-9, it is worth 
noting that Mazda 
created the CX-8 with a 
very specific purpose in 
mind. The end result is a 
unique purpose-built 7-
seater that has a diesel 
powerplant. This diesel 
technology is one of the 
reasons why the Mazda 
CX-8 returns a 
combined fuel economy 
of just 5.7 litres/100kms. 
Only the Prius-V is able 
to record better fuel economy in this segment, but it should be noted that the Mazda CX-8 is 
both bigger and heavier than the Prius-V. This size is put to great advantage with a boot 
capacity of 742 litres which is more than double the available capacity of the Prius-V. With 
size comes cost and this is reflected in a starting price of $42,490 for the Mazda CX-8, 
however in our eyes, the additional size and benefits of the CX-8 outweigh this cost impost. 
In a close finish, the Mazda CX-8 is worthy recipient of the silver medal in this segment. 
 
 

The Bronze Medal:  Mitsubishi Outlander ES 
 
The Mitsubishi Outlander ES rounds out our medal winners for the 7-seater category. At a 
starting price of $31,290 the Mitsubishi Outlander ES is the cheapest 7-seater in the market, 

bar none, making it exceptional 
value for money. Given that it uses 
a petrol engine, its fuel economy at 
a combined 7.2 litres/100km is not 
as good as its rivals who use either 
hybrid or diesel technology. Given 
that it is $6,300 and $11,200 less 
expensive than the Prius-V and 
Mazda CX-8 respectively, this helps 
to offset some of the additional cost 
of fuel. Like the other Mitsubishi 
vehicles, the Outlander ES comes 
with Apple CarPlay or Android Auto 
as standard. It’s boot capacity of 
591 litres with the third-row seats 
folded down is also very generous 
and capable of swallowing up a 

mountain of bags and shopping. All in all, there is a lot to like about the Mitsubishi Outlander 
ES, making it a worthy recipient of the bronze medal in this category. 
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The Wrap Up 
 
Based on the 15 medallists in the 2019 Rideshare Cars of the Year, Toyota came in first 
place with four of the top three winners in each of the five categories only missing out on a 
top three placing in the light segment. 
 
Mazda placed second with three cars ranking in the top three across the light, sedan and 7 
seats categories. 
 
The third place was tied between three manufacturers; Honda, Hyundai and Mitsubishi 
ranking for two cars across the five categories. 
 
So, what does this all mean? And why should we worry about the difference across all the 
models that have been compared in this assessment and all those other models that exist 
across the whole market? 
 
What we have tried to show is that the comparison of a range of vehicles can’t simply be 
done on one variable alone, especially if that one variable is price for instance.  There are so 
many variables that influence a vehicle’s total cost of ownership and these variables can 
show an even greater variance the more kilometres that the vehicle is required to travel. 
 
The one thing we do know is that Rideshare vehicles spend more time on the road than 
most other privately-owned vehicles.  Not only do they need to be efficient, they also must 
be fit for purpose and they need to be durable so that they can continue to provide you, the 
drivers, with the maximum opportunity to derive an income. 
 
At the end of the day, vehicle selection and vehicle ownership are a personal choice and we 
get that. Your selection of rideshare vehicle will be based on a range of criteria that is even 
more important to you than anyone else. We hope that our assessment has given you some 
food for thought and will make your selection task a little easier. 
 
As always, we welcome your feedback and your thoughts. If you’d like to share your 
feedback with us or even debate some of our selections, please feel free to drop us a line at 
support@onecargroup.com.au.  
 
Until our next iteration, happy and prosperous motoring to you all! 
  

mailto:support@onecargroup.com.au
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How we help our Rideshare partners with their 
business? 
 
Click the clouds below to see the services that One Car Group provides to our Rideshare 
business partners. 
 
 

 

  

Rideshare 
One 

Rental 

Rideshare 
One Lease 

to Own 

Rideshare 
One Chattel 
Mortgage 

Rideshare – 
Budget One  

Rideshare One Frequently Asked Questions 

https://onecargroup.com.au/rideshare-one-rental/
https://onecargroup.com.au/rideshare-one-rental/
https://onecargroup.com.au/rideshare-one-rental/
https://onecargroup.com.au/rideshare-one-lease-to-own/
https://onecargroup.com.au/rideshare-one-lease-to-own/
https://onecargroup.com.au/rideshare-one-lease-to-own/
https://onecargroup.com.au/ride-share-one/
https://onecargroup.com.au/ride-share-one/
https://onecargroup.com.au/ride-share-one/
https://onecargroup.com.au/rideshare-budget-one/
https://onecargroup.com.au/rideshare-budget-one/
https://onecargroup.com.au/rideshare-one-faqs/
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Appendix - Assessment Criteria 
 
We used five key assessment criteria in picking the winners of the 2019 Rideshare Cars of 
the Year awards.  These criteria go to the heart of running a Rideshare business economics 
and practicality of such vehicles.   Rideshare business need tools (i.e. cars) that make sense 
financially, are a pleasure to drive and get the job done. 
 
All five criteria were weighted for relevance to the overall result and the outcome was a 
percentage score of between 80% and 100%. 
 
Although we have not specifically called out the individual ANCAP ratings and Green Star 
emissions for each vehicle, we did keep a close eye on each of the selected models to 
ensure that they meet the minimum standard. Thankfully, most modern cars of today are 
well equipped when it comes to safety and emissions. 
 
The assessment criteria are outlined in more detail in the table below: 
 
 

Criteria Explanation 

Depreciation 
Depreciation is the largest expense of running a motor vehicle.  
We have calculated the depreciation over two years as the 
MSRP less the Redbook trade-in guide price at 50,000 kms. 

Fuel consumption 
Fuel efficiency is measured per the published combined litres 
per 100 kilometres. 

Luggage capacity 
As many rideshare drivers carry luggage for airport runs, we 
considered this to be an important metric.  We have used the 
manufacturer published boot litres for this metric. 

Service costs 
The service costs metric is the manufacturer published service 
intervals (time and kilometres) example; 12 months / 15,000 
kms 

Tyre costs 
As tyres are an ongoing significant cost of operating a rideshare 
car we have included this metric to round out our assessment of 
the winners. 

 


